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Student nears end
of chemotherapy in
fight against cancer

TODAY

HIGH 55 °

TONIGHT
LOW 46 °

Pearson stays positive,
promotes charitable
outfits during illness

TOMORROW
HIGH 69 °

Hunter Hardinge
STAFF WRITER

Inside
SPORTS

Darren Price / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Helder Pereira, a third-year geophysics student, works in Guatemala as part of the
Methodist Student Network’s service trip for an alternative Spring Break.

USC service group
helps in Guatemala
The Gamecocks receive
a bid to the NIT
Tournament after a loss
to Mississippi State at
the SEC Tournament in
Tampa, Fla.

See page 10

THE MIX

More than 20,000
Columbians hit up Five
Points on Saturday for
the annual St. Patrick’s
Day festivities.

See page 7

VIEWPOINTS
Following a
trip to New
York City,
The Daily
Gamecock
Viewpoints PAUL
Editor has a BOWERS
Second-year
new found print
sense of journalism
student student
activism.

See page 6

Online Exclusive

Methodist Student Network
provides aid, supplies to needy
Josh Dawsey
STAFF WRITER

They hammered through rocks with garden
hoes, trying to build bathrooms for people
who had never seen bathrooms in their church
before. They treated people with medicine
they’d never had access to before. And they
spent days contracting stomach illnesses after
eating food they’d never eaten before.
And they didn’t get paid. In fact, they each
paid $600 for the opportunity.
While some college students spent their
spring breaks on Florida beaches, 23 students
from USC’s Methodist Student Network
traveled to Guatemala on the group’s annual
ser v ice t rip. The group uses its spring
break each year to help impoverished South
Americans.
The group’s work in Guatemala was threepronged, said Rev. Tom Wall, the church’s
minister. Time was split between putting
on a vacation Bible school for Guatemalan
children, building and renovating a church in
Guatemala and putting on medical clinics for
rural Guatemalans.
Between 330 and 340 people were treated
in the group’s medical clinic, Wall said. The
group brought along approximately 20 suitcases
of medical supplies, and students helped the
residents of rural Guatemala understand their
medical conditions and how to properly treat
them.
Brodie Wall, a first-year journalism student,
said working at the medical clinics was the
highlight of his trip.
“Going out into rural Guatemala and
working with the people by telling them how to

take their medicine was my favorite moment,”
Wall said. “Everyone we met was very gracious
and kind and would do whatever they could
for us.”
Rev. Tom Wall, the minister at MSN and
Brodie’s father, said the group spent much of
its time renovating Sunday school classrooms,
adding bathrooms and building a second
floor on a Methodist Church in Santa Cruz,
Guatemala. The dilapidated church needed a
lot of repairs, and the economy of Guatemala
didn’t leave the group many of the needed
tools.
“We had to break through a lot of rock with
sub-standard tools, like garden hoes,” said
Rachel Wright, a third-year English student.
Wall said the experiences with the people
made the trip worthwhile. Because they were
previously unable to accomplish many of the
things the mission group accomplished, the
Guatemalans were very thankful for the work.
“Being with the people of Guatemala in a
place where there’s very little sort of American
presence and getting to know them and sharing
in their work was great,” Wall said. “Meeting
the people is the best part.”
On the last night of the trip, the members
of the church held a special worship service
for the group, presenting each member with
homemade embroidered cloths to express their
thankfulness.
“It was so amazing to see how grateful the
people were to us even though we were only
there for a short time and even though they
probably blessed us more than we blessed
them,” Wright said. “At the end, they told us
that we were their family, their hermanas y
hermanos, and that we would always have a
home in Guatemala. It was really special.”
Comments on this story? E-mail gamecocknews@
sc.edu

Living life to its fullest.
This is exactly the outlook
t h i rd-yea r f i na nce a nd
marketing student Megan
Pearson has after battling
cancer since September.
“At f irst I was having
eye problems as well as
b r e a t h i n g p r o b l e m s ,”
Pearson said. “Then after
visiting the doctor they
found a tumor the size of
a softball on my trachea. I
was lucky they found it.”
Pe a r s on d i s c overe d
t hat she s u f fered f rom
Hodgkin lymphoma, the
most common cancer type
among 20 to 30-year-olds.
According to the National
Cancer I nst it ute in t he
United States there were
8,220 new cases of Hodgkin
lymphoma in 2008. If it
is caught early, it is more
easily cured.
“I started chemotherapy
right away, t w ice ever y
mont h. I’m really t ired
afterwards. However, with
all the chemotherapy the
tumor was reduced to half
it s size by Ch r ist mas,”
Pearson said.
W it h
a l l
t he
c hemot her ap y a nd t he
st re s s of ju st b ei ng i n
college, Pearson needed
the support of family and
friends more than ever.
“My f a m i l y, f r iend s ,
professors a nd sororit y
sisters helped me get
t hrough t his. Ever yone
really pitched in,” Pearson
said.
W it h Pea r son ju st
finishing her last
chemotherapy treatment on
March 6, there is nothing
to do but wait a couple of
weeks for a checkup. If the
cancer is non-existent, then
Pearson does not require
a ny more t reat ment.
However, if the tumor is
still present then radiation
therapy is the next step.
“T he problem w it h

Courtesy of Megan Pearson

Finance student Megan
Pearson has been battling
cancer for seven months.
radiation therapy is there
is not enough resea rch
out there about the longterm effects. It has only
been used since 1990. For
someone who is in their
70s to get the treatment is
different than for someone
who is my age to receive
it,” Pearson said. “It could
increase my risk of breast
cancer. This is why events
like Relay For Life are so
important in raising money
and awareness.”
Events such as Relay For
Life help further research of
treatments such as radiation
therapy and possible cures.
“Most everyone knows
someone who has survived
cancer or has cancer right
now. It is important that
people u nderst a nd t hat
cancer is a problem that
needs to be fi xed,” Pearson
said.
Pearson has a different
outlook on life now and
realizes how important it is
to help others.
“I would love to help
others dealing with cancer.
I hope that one day I can
work for t he Ma ke A
Wish Foundation helping
children battling cancer.
Even just volunteering at
the hospitals or specking
at events, it is important
for me to share my own
experience,” Pearson said.
Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecocknews@sc.edu

March for Meals sees record turnout
5k Run and Walk at Riverbanks Zoo
raises money for senior citizens, draws
hundreds of participants
Meagean Dugger
STAFF WRITER

St. Pat’s Slideshow
Missed out on the St.
Pat’s in Five Points fun?
Check out our online
slideshow of all the day’s
events.
SPORTS ONLINE
Check out highlights from
Friday’s SEC Tournament
loss.

www.dailygamecock.com

More than 900 people participated in the sixth
annual March for Meals 5K Run and Walk held
March 7 at the Riverbanks Zoo.
Official figures are not calculated until the
end of the month, but Senior Resources, which
organized t he race to support its Meals on
Wheels program, expects to raise more than
$40,000 to provide meals to housebound seniors
in the Midlands.
Satch Krantz, executive director of Riverbanks
Zoo said in a press release that Riverbanks is a
proud sponsor of March for Meals.
“Without the Meals on Wheels program in
our community many homebound seniors would
not receive the daily nutrition necessary to lead a
healthy life,” Krantz said.
Annie Eveleigh, director of development and
public relations at Senior Resources Inc., said
that this was the best turnout for the race yet,
with 356 fi nishers this year and 258 fi nishers last
year.
Eveleigh added that of all the races that took
place in Columbia over the weekend, she believes
March for Meals had the best turnout due to the
“absolutely gorgeous” weather.
The race began at 7:30 a.m. Saturday morning

Courtesy of RiverbanksZoo.com

More than 900 people walked through the Riverbanks Botanical Gardens in March for Meals, a
race to help raise money for Meals on Wheels, which provides food to housebound seniors.
and included two separate trails for runners and
walkers.
Joe Tomlin was the first to finish the race,
running the 5K in 17 minutes and 37 seconds. The
first female finisher was Amber Hines, who ran in

20 minutes and 31 seconds. Each participant paid
a registration fee, and all proceeds went to Meals
on Wheels of Richland County.
Comments on this story? E-mail gamecocknews@sc.edu
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T h is d ay in
• A work shop for four
fellowships for graduate
study at various institutions
in the United Kingdom will
be held Wednesday at 4
p.m. in the Gressette Room,
Harper College for students
w it h superior record in
ac adem ic s, ser v ice a nd
leadership. Contact Jennifer
Collins in the Off ice of
Fellowships and Scholar
Programs at (803) 777-0958
for more information.
• Faculty members interested
in Relay for Life can visit
ht t p: //m a i n . a c s e v e nt s .
org /g ot o /u s c f ac u lt y t o
get information, join the
“Faculty Fighting Cancer”
team or donate. For more
information, contact the
USC Relay for Life Faculty
Advisor Henry Chappell at
(803) 777-4940 or chappell@
moore.sc.edu. The event
will take place April 3-4 at
the Blatt P.E. Field to raise
money for cancer survivors
and to honor cancer
victims.
• If you are interested in
joining t he new session
of Weight Watchers on
campus, contact Melinda
Poore at (803) 777-7602 or
mnpoore@moore.sc.edu for
more information. The cost
is $98 and the class meets
each Thursday on the 8th
floor of the BA.
• Students currently enrolled
at the University of South
Carolina are invited to be
considered for the Thomas
Cooper Librar y Student
Book Collecting Award,
carrying a first prize of $250.
The collection may be in any
field or may emphasize some
particular area of interest
within a subject. Materials
submitted by entrants must
be owned and have been
collected primarily by them.
Entries should be submitted
by March 31 including: a
brief essay, an annotated
bibliography and a cover
sheet.

History
March 16
1751: James Madison is born
1802: U.S. Military Academy
established
1850: The Scarlet Letter is
published
1865: Battle of Averasboro,
North Carolina
1916: German Admiral Alfred von
Tirpitz resigns
1926: First liquid-fueled rocket
launched
1945: Fighting on Iwo Jima ends
1953: Baseball owners give Bill
Veeck cold shoulder
1961: New Jaguar debuts
1968: My Lai massacre takes
place in Vietnam
1978: Supertanker wrecks off
French coast
1985: American journalist Terry
Anderson kidnapped in Lebanon
1988: Reagan orders troops into
Honduras

Kara Roache / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

First-year early childhood education student and trombonist Tessa Hill watched from
the sidelines as the Gamecocks lost to Mississippi State in the SEC tournament.

Local
AIKEN — Duke Energy’s
decision to end its contract to
buy fuel for its nuclear reactors
made in part with plutonium
from surplus nuclear weapons
le ave s no c u s tomer s for
the South Carolina facility
being built to manufacture
the material, according to an
environmental group.
Duke Energy allowed its
contract to buy the fuel to
expire Dec. 1, said Rita Sipe,
a spokeswoman for the North
Carolina-based utility.
The federal government
plans to spend nearly $5 billion
to build a facility to open in
2016 that would dispose of
34 metric tons of weaponsgrade plutonium and create
mixed-oxide fuel, commonly
called MOX, at the Savannah
River Site near Aiken. The
600,000-square-foot facility is
about 15 percent complete.
Duke Energ y’s decision
should raise questions about
t he MOX f uel prog r a m ,
Fr iends of t he Ea r t h
spokesman Tom Clements
t old T he A u g u s t a (G a .)
Chronicle.
“What that means, at least
for right now, is that DOE
has no reactors lined up to use
MOX fuel,” Clements said.

National

World

WASHINGTON — The
nor t hea ster n U. S. coa st
is likely to see the world’s
biggest sea level rise from
man-made global warming, a
new study predicts.
However much the oceans
rise by the end of the century,
add an extra 8 inches or so for
New York, Boston and other
spots along the coast from the
mid-Atlantic to New England.
That’s because of predicted
changes in ocean currents,
according to a study based on
computer models published
online Sunday in the journal
Nature Geoscience.
An extra 8 inches — on
top of a possible 2 or 3 feet of
sea rise globally by 2100 — is
a big deal, especially when
nor’easters and hurricanes
hit, experts said.
“It’s not just waterfront
homes and wetlands that are
at stake here,” said Donald
Boesch, president of t he
Un iver sit y of M a r yla nd
Center for Environmental
Science, who wasn’t part of
the study. “Those kind of
rises in sea level when placed
on top of the storm surges we
see today, put in jeopardy lots
of infrastructure, including
t h e N e w Yo r k s u b w a y
system.”

BAGHDAD — U.S. troops
will not be removed from areas
of Iraq that are not completely
secure or where there is a high
probability that attacks could
resume after the Americans
leave, Iraq’s prime minister
said Sunday.
Nou r i a l-M a l i k i sa id
in an inter v iew wit h The
Associated Press that he had
told President Barack Obama
and other top U.S. officials
that any withdrawals “must be
done with our approval” and
in coordination with the Iraqi
government.
“I do not want any
withdrawals except in areas
considered 100 percent secure
and under control,” al-Maliki
said during his f light from
Australia to Baghdad at the
end of a five-day visit.
“Any area where there is
a likelihood of a resumption
of attacks, withdrawals from
there will be postponed,” he
said.
The U.S.-Iraq security pact
that went into effect Jan. 1
calls for U.S. combat forces to
leave the cities by the end of
June in the first step of a plan
to remove all American troops
from Iraq by the end of 2011.

— The Associated Press

There are
better ways
to protect
your extra
cash.

STABLE. SECURE. STRONG.
Visit our newest location at 2012 Harden Street
(803) 929-7669 s www.allsouth.org
Federally insured by the NCUA.
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Bernanke: Recession could end in ‘09
Fed. Chairman says if government strengthens
banking system, economy will improve
Jeannine Aversa
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — America’s recession “probably” will
end this year if the government succeeds in bolstering the
banking system, Federal Reserve Chairman Ben Bernanke
said Sunday in a rare television interview.
In carefully hedged remarks in a taped interview with
CBS’ “60 Minutes,” Bernanke seemed to express a bit more
optimism that this could be done.
Still, Bernanke stressed — as he did to Congress last
month — that the prospects for the recession ending
this year and a recovery taking root next year hinge on a
difficult task: getting banks to lend more freely again and
getting the fi nancial markets to work more normally.
“We’ve seen some progress in the financial markets,
absolutely,” Bernanke said. “But until we get that stabilized
and working normally, we’re not going to see recovery.
“But we do have a plan. We’re working on it. And, I
do think that we will get it stabilized, and we’ll see the
recession coming to an end probably this year.”
Even if the recession, which began in December 2007,
ends this year, the unemployment rate will keep climbing
past the current quarter-century high of 8.1 percent,
Bernanke said.
A growing number of economists think the jobless rate
will hit 10 percent by the end of this year.
Asked about the biggest potential dangers now, Bernanke
suggested a lack of “political will” to solve the fi nancial
crisis.
He said, though, that the United States has averted the
risk of plunging into a depression.
“I think we’ve gotten past that,” he said.
It’s rare for a sitting Fed chief to grant an interview,
whether for broadcast or print. Bernanke said he chose to
do so because it’s an “extraordinary time” for the country,
and it gave him a chance to speak directly to the American
public. (A transcript of the interview was provided in
advance of the broadcast.)
Bernanke spoke at a time of rising public anger over
fi nancial bailouts using taxpayer money. Battling the worst
financial crisis since the 1930s, the government has put
hundreds of billions of those dollars at risk to prop up
troubled institutions and stabilize the banking system.
Institutions that have been thrown lifelines include
American International Group Inc., Citigroup Inc., Bank
of America Corp., mortgage giants Fannie Mae and Freddie
Mac and others.
Democrats and Republicans on Capitol H ill have
questioned the effectiveness of the rescue efforts and have
demanded more information about how taxpayers’ money
is being used.
Ber na n ke’s T V i nter v iew seemed to be par t of a

Courtesy of CBS

Federal Reserve Chairman Ben Bernanke appeared on CBS’ “60 Minutes” for a rare one-on-one interview with Scott
Pelley. Bernanke said that in light of the rising unemployment rate, political will is required to solve our financial crisis.
government public relations offensive. Treasury Secretary
Timothy Geithner appeared on PBS’ “The Charlie Rose
Show” last week, discussing the financial crisis and the
Obama’s administration’s relief efforts.
On Sunday’s broadcast the Fed chief repeated his ire
over the AIG bailout, saying that over the past 18 months,
that was the case that angered him the most. He says he
“slammed the phone more than a few times on discussing
AIG.”
The government’s four efforts to save the troubled
insurance giant total more than $170 billion. A collapse of
AIG would have wreaked havoc on the global economy, the
Fed has said.
A IG ignited fresh out rage over t he weekend wit h
news that it’s making $165 million in bonus payments to
executives on Sunday, most of them in the unit that sold
risky fi nancial contracts that caused huge losses for AIG.
When the fi nancial crisis intensified last fall, Bernanke

and President George W. Bush’s Treasur y Secretar y
Henry Paulson rushed to Capitol Hill for help. That led
to the swift enactment of a $700 billion bailout package in
October. Since then, banks have received billions in capital
injections in return for government ownership stakes in
them.
Looking back, Bernanke said the world came close to a
fi nancial meltdown. Asked how close, Bernanke responded:
“It was very close.”
Bernanke admitted that the Fed could have done a better
job of overseeing banks. Critics say lax regulatory oversight
contributed to the crisis.
Bernanke said he believes all the big banks the Fed
regulates are solvent. Big banks won’t fail under his watch,
Bernanke said — though, if necessary, the government
should try to “wind it down in a safe way.”

SPECIAL ADVANCE SCREENING

quick study
aka Jamie, Verizon Wireless

At Verizon Wireless, I get to take the skills I already have and build upon
them through a variety of training programs that help me grow my career.
[ Already my accomplishments have been rewarded – I continue to learn and grow! ]

You’re working hard to get that college degree and it’s
almost time to reap its rewards. Your years of education
are the perfect foundation for a high-growth opportunity
with Verizon Wireless in our Retail Leadership Development
Program (RLDP). If you want to hone and develop your
business skills, our dynamic RLDP can launch you from
where you are today into a leadership role in record
time. Consider your future with a company that values
the skills you bring and the work you put in.
If you’re ready to take charge of your future, log on to
vzwrldp.com to learn more about our dynamic Retail
Leadership Development Program. What are you
waiting for? Let Verizon Wireless help you launch the
career of your dreams today.
We have opportunities available at several
locations for our:

FREE MOVIE POSTERS

Retail Leadership Development
Program (RLDP)

Download a Screening Pass at

Wednesday, March 18
8:00 PM
Russell House Theater

UberDuzi.com
or Pick up a Screening Pass at the
Russell House Info Desk

We’re on facebook!
Search “Verizon Wireless Careers”.
Become a fan!

Careers For Everything You Are
www.vzwrldp.com

UberDuzi.com

Verizon Wireless is an equal opportunity employer m/f/d/v.

USC
DANCE
MARATHON

Thank You
Everyone at USC Dance Marathon 2009 and Palmetto Health Children’s
Hospital want to thank all sponsors, donors, volunteers and participants.
The generous amounts of time, commitment, enthusiasm, energy and hard work
have made another record-breaking event possible. It is with your help that this
year’s Dance Marathon was such a success! You have truly made a difference!

Congratulations to the 2009 Miracle Cup Winners!
Tier One Winners: Chi Omega and Kappa Delta
Tier Two Winners: Epsilon Sigma Alpha and Phi Kappa Sigma

Donations for Palmetto Children’s Health Hospital are still being accepted.
Go to www.uscdm.org for more information on this and anything related to Dance Marathon.

To our very generous sponsors, thank you!

Additional Sponsors:
Pretty Penny Productions, Mid-State Electronics,
Jimmy Johns, Vitamin Water, Rock Star Energy
Drink, Red Bull, Papa John's, Carolina Wings, Russell
House Dining, Krispy Kreme, & Bruegger's Bagels.
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AIG misused
bailout funds
for bonuses

EDITORIAL BOARD
Editor

BRAD MAXWELL
Managing Editor

Spending taxpayer money
on employees only increases
anger with government
The news stor y t hat
d o m i n at e d m o s t o f t h e
Sunday morning talk shows
and the front page of national
ne w s p ap er s centered on
the use of $165 million of
government bailout money
by AIG to fund bonuses for
employees, including t he
executives responsible for the
near collapse of the company.
This irresponsible use of
taxpayer money will increase
anger that many taxpayers
feel toward the
Wa l l S t r e e t
businesses after
t he federal
gover n ment
l o a n e d $170
billion to AIG.
It is absolutely
BUDDY
ridiculous
BALLEW
f o r t he A IG
Second-year
execut ives to
biology
give themselves
student
and other
employees
huge bonuses, especially after
bringing the company and the
economy to a near failure.
I understand that AIG is
a private company and the
federal government should
have little role in the private
sector, but AIG’s business is
the government’s business
now that 80 percent of the
company was purchased with
taxpayer money.
AIG claims that they are
contractually obligated to pay
these huge bonuses because
they signed deals before the
near collapse. That may be
the case, but the government
did purchase 80 percent of the
company, and after the bailout,
all contracts relating to the
bonuses should have been
voided. Executives claim that
the bonuses are used to attract
and keep the best talent, but
didn’t that talent contribute
to their failure? Why give a
bonus to an employee that
should be fired? With this
kind of logic, it makes perfect
sense that the executives at
AIG ran the company into the
ground. Instead of running a
sound business, they decided
to pay huge sums of money to
kids fresh out of Ivy League
schools and to executives
l i n i ng t hei r p o cket s for
retirement.
AIG’s logic makes no sense
at all, and as a taxpayer, I
am outraged that the federal
gover n ment w i l l not do
any thing about this. The
Obama administration has
sounded its disapproval with
the way AIG is doing business,
but will they do anything
about it? If President Obama
and Congress sit on their
hands and allow AIG and the
other companies to give out
lavish bonuses after getting
significant bailout money,
they will lose all credibility
with the taxpayers. By owning
80 percent of the company,
the federal government should
have a much bigger influence
in the company rather than
whining on Sunday morning
talk shows.
So I ask for you to call your
representative, send an e-mail
or mail a letter expressing your
disapproval with the lack of
action on this matter. Yeah, it
may seem pointless at first, but
if this gets enough attention, it
may mean that some senators
or representatives could lose
their re-election if they choose
to continue to do nothing. We
as citizens are the ones that
should keep them accountable
for their actions with our
money. After all, this wasn’t
the type of change that we
sig ned up for during t he
November elections.

AMANDA DAVIS
News Editor

Copy Desk Chief

EDDIE MANN
Sports Editor

LIZ SEGRIST

MICHAEL AGUILAR

The Mix Editor

Viewpoints Editor

COLIN JONES

PAUL BOWERS

Design Director

Photography Editor

MORGAN REID

ALAN TAUBER

IN OUR OPINION

PLEADING THE FIRST

Activists teach civic lessons
NYC protesters take
public action, challenge
others to step up
A h, the peace symbol:
once a defiant symbol of a
fed-up generation boiling
with righteous indignation,
now a kitschy marketing
tool to stamp on handbags,
jewelry and T-shirts.
Or so I thought. That was
until March 8 in New York
City, when I met a group
of renegades who changed
my views
on act ivism
altogether.
T h a t
morning
i n Cent r a l
Park, we had
stopped at
PAUL
St r awb er r y
BOWERS
Fields, a
Second-year
memorial
print
i n Cent r a l
journalism
Park to John
student
Lennon,
w h e r e
somebody had arranged
f lowers and strawberries
over the circular monument
stone in the shape of a peace
symbol. I remember scoffing
at something I thought had
been rendered obsolete by
overuse.
A t t he c ent er of t he
monument was engraved
the lone word “IMAGINE.”
I’ll admit I had a hard time
imagining. In light of the

f i re w it h wh ich people
l i ke Len non spoke, my
generation seemed to pale
with apathy.
W h at , a f t e r a l l , h a s
become of student activism?
What sort of protests do we
mount? For most of us, civic
duty goes as far as voting
for the president. Maybe we
join a few Facebook groups
about important-sounding
issues af ter researching
them for three minutes on
Wikipedia.
Heaven forbid we wrap
our minds around local
pol it ics. Heaven forbid
we speak up outside the
bounds of imaginary online
networks.
But the people I met that
afternoon took quite a few
steps beyond where most of
us would be comfortable. My
friends and I spotted them
across the street as we were
entering a subway station.
They were marching down
the sidewalk carrying a wide
variety of picket signs, and
a police escort tailed them
closely. Near the front of the
crowd, a man pounded on a
drum atop a shopping cart
while a woman screamed
s l o g a n s u nt i l s h e w a s
hoarse.
These people had
opinions about everything.
Their signs revealed a broad
spec t r u m of seem i ngly
unrelated stances: anti-war,

pro-Palestine, anti-bailout,
pro-immigrant rights, antistudent debt, and on and
on.
With nothing planned for
the afternoon, we joined the
march. I could support at
least a couple of their causes,
and I was itching to know
what all this meant.
T he y told me it wa s
I nter nat iona l Work i ng
Women’s Day (I sheepishly
pretende d I k new t h i s
already) and explained that
all these issues were ones for
which women around the
world were standing up.
It seemed like a loose
connection at best. Still,
I admired their chutzpah
— and t hey had f ree
dinner — so we stuck with
them as they entered their
headquarters, six stories up
in a room full of posters of
Che Guevara, Fidel Castro
and Vladimir Lenin.
At the meeting, I found
most of their views hard to
swallow. But one thing was
undeniable: These people
cared.
Back home, I’m challenged
by my experience with these
people. What, after all, is
my cause? And what am I
doing to advance it?
This cou nt r y is ours.
It does not belong to the
government; the government
belongs to us. Let’s act
accordingly.

New Facebook gives scare
Twitter-like features
make stalking easier
than ever before
Yo u w a n t t o h e a r
somet hing scar y? Even
though I may not have seen
you since our freshman
year of high
school, or
have only
met you a
few t imes
through
a mutual
friend or
AMANDA
m a y b e
DAVIS
have only
Third-year
recog nized
English
you r na me
student
through
s h a r e d
orga n izat ions, I ca n
potentially know almost
everything you are doing
when you do it.
When you sleep or go to
the gym, what you did over
the weekend, which place
at Russell House you have
decided to use your last
Bonus Bucks for dinner. I
can see what you do, where
you do it and when.
It sounds like something
out of a science f ict ion
movie, and yet most of us
have given in to the digital
community that has pulled
us into a stalker’s dream.
And I have to admit I’ve

given in. While Facebook
statuses creeped me out
when New Facebook came
out and disrupted our lives,
I eventually started filling
out the little line of text
available to me.
Most of you have probably
heard of Twitter by now. I
finally had to find out what
it was a few weeks ago when
the new verbs “tweeting”
and “twittering” started
coming out of the mouths
of professors who can’t even
work Blackboard.
Twitter is a little much
for me. It’s nothing but a list
of who does what, when and
where. I used to get tired
of my cell phone, never
getting a chance to really
be separate from the world.
Now, the connectedness of
cell phones meets a whole
new level. Twitter doesn’t
have that “maintenance of
contacts and connections”
value of Facebook and such
— because you know you
gave up Facebook for Lent
because of its productive
value.
You know how people call
dating legal prostitution?
The whole point of Twitter,
I have discovered, is legal
stalking.
And now we return from
Spring Break to discover
t he Tw it t er Fac eb o ok

(termed “Tw it terBook”
by a colleague). The main
page, as I’m sure you saw
about 72 hours ago, is a
simple stream of what your
friends are up to. Not your
messages or your updates,
not friends’ requests or wall
posts, but status updates.
Possibly the creepiest and
most ridiculous Facebook
tool has taken over my
awful online addiction.
We h a v e My Sp ac e s ,
Facebook s, Tw itters —
multiple feeds with the
same purpose: to share
pointless information with
people who only read it
for something to do. They
can’t log in to one? No
worries. There are dozens
of other outlets to let them
know that you are studying
in the third cubicle from
the left on the third floor of
Thomas Cooper Library,
pu l l i ng a n a l l-n ighter
alone to st udy for your
international studies exam
that starts at 8 a.m.
D o n’t w e m i s s o u r
privacy? Don’t we miss
not knowing every detail
ab out e ver yone’s l i fe?
W hile t hese online
community sites take over
my procrastination time as
much as the next person’s,
this latest Facebook change
was a wake-up call.

Anti-Sanford ad shows
misguided intentions
As if Gov. Mark Sanford hasn’t already been getting enough
press lately, the Democrats are piling it on.
Sanford’s adamant refusal to accept stimulus funds has
thrust him into the national spotlight. Today, the Democratic
National Committee will start running a 30-second cable spot
that criticizes Sanford for “playing politics instead of doing
what’s right.”
W hile the governor has
denied he’s made a political
move — citing debt woes as
his motivation — it is possible
he’s enjoy ing h is t ime at
center stage. Even still, can
the DNC really point fingers
when it comes to “playing
polit ics?” W hat could be
more of a political ploy than an attack ad?
Aside from the hypocrisy, the actual usefulness of this
campaign has to be questioned. For one thing, Sanford is a
contrary man. He’s the kind of governor who might be keeping
a veto tally on his bedroom wall. The ads will probably do
little more than add fire to his belly.
Besides, if the Democrats really want to effect change in the
state, the arena in which to do it is the State House. Leave it to
the senators and representatives to duke this one out. The next
gubernatorial election isn’t coming soon, so if the DNC wants
to bash the incumbent, they should at least wait a few years.
A s Gov. Sanford cont inues to make himself into a
laughingstock or a hero (depending on whom you ask), let’s
take an honest look at his ideas. Turn off the TV and do your
research.

He’s the kind of
governor who might
be keeping a veto tally
on his bedroom wall.

CORRECTIONS
In the Feb. 26 issue, Mary Catalanotto’s name was misspelled.
The Daily Gamecock regrets this error.
If you see an error in today’s paper, we want to know about
it. E-mail us at sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu.

ITʼS YOUR RIGHT
The goal of The Daily
G a me co c k ’s V ie w p oi nt s p age
is to stimulate discussion in the
Un iver sit y of Sout h Ca rol i na
community. All published authors
are expected to provide logical
arguments to back their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages
readers to voice opinions and offers
three methods of expression: letters
to the editor, guest columns and
feedback on dailygamecock.com.
L et ter s a nd g ue st colu m n s
should be submitted via e-mail to
gamecockeditor@sc.edu. Letters
must be 200 to 300 words in length
and include the author’s name, year

in school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders
a nd USC f ac u lt y memb er s to
submit guest columns. Columnists
should keep submissions to about
500 words in length and include
the author’s name and position.
Guest columns are limited to three
per author per semester.
The editor reserves the right to
edit and condense submissions for
length and clarity, or not publish
at all.
A ll subm issions become t he
property of The Daily Gamecock
and must conform to t he legal
standards of USC Student Media.

About The Daily Gamecock
Editor
BRAD MAXWELL
Managing Editor
AMANDA DAVIS
Copy Desk Chief
EDDIE MANN
Assistant Copy Desk Chief
LYDIA DISABATINO
Design Director
MORGAN REID
Assistant Design Director
LIZZIE ERICKSON
News Editor
LIZ SEGRIST
Assistant News Editor
KARA APEL
Viewpoints Editor
PAUL BOWERS
Assistant Viewpoints Editor
DARREN PRICE
The Mix Editor
COLIN JONES
Assistant Mix Editor
ELLEN MEDER
Sports Editor
MICHAEL AGUILAR
Assistant Sports Editor
CHRIS COX
Photo Editor
ALAN TAUBER
Assistant Photo Editor
KERI GOFF
Multimedia Directors
JONATHAN BATTAGLIA
Copy Editors
MEGAN VANDERSNICK, BESS
ZHOU, ANNA LANE, SARAH
LADA, KENNY DORIAN,
SARAH PETERMAN, ANNA
CHAMBERS, HANNAH
MCCARTNEY, KELSEY PACER,
LINDSAY WOLFE, KARLY
EATON
Page Designers
CHRISTEN RUBLE, CAMILLE
HOLLEMAN, LIZ HOWELL,
MARILYNN JOYNER

CONTACT INFORMATION
Oﬃces located on the third ﬂ oor of the Russell House
Editor: gamecockeditor@sc.edu
News: gamecocknews@sc.edu
Viewpoints: sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu
Th e Mix: mixstories@gmail.com
Sports: gamecocksportspage@sc.edu
Online: www.dailygamecock.com
Newsroom: 777-7726
Sports: 777-7182
Editor’s Oﬃce: 777-3914
Fax: 777-6482

Staﬀ Writers
JOSH DAWSEY, HALEY DREIS,
MEAGEAN DUGGER, JIMMY
GILMORE, JAMES KRATCH,
JAKE LUCE, MARIN MUELLER,
TY ZEIGLER
Public Relations Director
CAM BYRD
Graduate Assistant
JESICA JOHNSON
Student Media Director
SCOTT LINDENBERG
Faculty Adviser
ERIK COLLINS
Creative Director
EDGAR SANTANA
Business Manager
CAROLYN GRIFFIN
Advertising Manager
SARAH SCARBOROUGH
Classiﬁeds Manager
SHERRY F. HOLMES
Production Manager
C. NEIL SCOTT
Creative Services
KEVIN ARCHIE, LAURA
CORDER, LIZ HOWELL, JASON
RICHBURG, MIKE STEINIGER,
NOAH WILLIAMS, TAI VU
Advertising
JULIE CANTER, CARLY
GALLAGHER, NATALIE HICKS,
JAYME PIGNTELLO, CANDACE
REYNOLDS, LAUREN SPIRES,
MEGHAN TANKERSLY

The Daily Gamecock is
the editorially independent
student newspaper of the
University of South Carolina.
It is published daily during
the fall and spring semesters
and nine times during the
summer with the exception of
university holidays and exam
periods. Opinions expressed
in The Daily Gamecock are
those of the editors or author
and not those of the University
of South Carolina. The Board
of Student Publications
and Communications is
the publisher of The Daily
Gamecock. The Department
of Student Media is
the newspaper’s parent
organization. The Daily
Gamecock is supported in
part by student-activity fees.
One free copy per reader.
Additional copies may be
purchased for $1 each from
the Department of Student
Media.

“Reality is merely an illusion, albeit
a very persistent one.”
— Albert Einstein
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Five Points hosts annual festival
St. Pat’s celebration,
concerts draw crowds,
despite dismal weather
Ellen Meder

ASSISTANT MIX EDITOR

C o l u m b i a’s r e s i d e n t s
decided that green means
go, rain or shine Saturday.
The annual St. Pat’s in Five
Points festival drew crowds of
approximately 20,000 people
to the blocked off area from
Blossom Street to College
Street despite a steady mist
and temperatures in the lower
40s.
Though the turn out was
only half of the 40,000 the
celebration’s organizers hoped
to draw according to the Five
Points Association Web site,
t he crowd seemed not to
mind. The children’s carnival
as well as t he “Shagging
on the Santee” event were
among the areas that had
visibly minimal turnout as
a result of the fairly dismal
weather.
Ma ny USC st udent s
f lo c ked to e vent a s t he
culmination to spring break.
Nicole Barretta , a secondyear visual communications
student, attended St. Pat’s in
Five Points for the first time,
despite the dreary day.
“ I ju st got bac k f rom
Mexico and the 85-degree
weather and I came back to
40 degrees,” Barretta said.
“There’s a lot of stuff going
on, but I really just wish it
was nicer weather.”
For t he most part, t he
revelers that did attend the
Irish holiday’s fest iv it ies
s e e me d u n f a z e d b y t he
gray cloud cover, donning

garments in every shade of
green, kilts and an array of
wild hats and wigs, beer and
shamrock shaped glasses and
hundreds of strands of green
beads. Other than the bars
and Budweiser-sponsored
beer stands that “Over 21”
wristbands enabled of-age
fest iva l goers to access,
the numerous State Fairst yle food booths offered
everything from oversized
turkey legs to funnel cakes
and homemade Mac-andcheese.
Howe ver, t he big g e s t
attractions for the festival
were easily the nearly 30
bands that played on five
different stages throughout
the course of the afternoon.
Local favorites, including
The Heist & The Accomplice,
Hot Lava Monster, Marry
A Thief and Josh Roberts
& The Hinges, represented
the Columbia music scene
with their typical pizzazz and
enthusiasm from their avid
fans.
The Movement, a Sublimereminiscent reggae band
from Philadelphia certainly
inspired a stir of dancing
and swaying from the crowd.
Later, Seven Nations, a Celtic
rock band from Orlando,
caused a spont a neous
smattering of Gaelic jigging
with their festive, yet skillful,
bagpipes and fiddle.
Mute Math, one of the two
big-name acts, opened their
set with their most popular
song “Typical” off of their
2006 self-titled album. The
prog/i nd ie rockers f rom
New Orleans rocked an avid
audience w it h elect ronic
rhythms and the amazing
stage presence of lead singer
and keyboardist Paul Meany.

We
T h e
Kings, the other headliner,
opened to an audience, with
a particularly high presence
of females and other fans
wearing skinny jeans, after
a slight delay due to rain.
T he lead si nger, Tr av is
Clark opened up the show
after a few comments about
St. Patrick’s Day being the
perfect holiday for him given
his vivid red hair. Though
the stage was wet and the
guitarists could barely feel
their fingers, We The Kings
got the audience involved
by mixing their well-known
songs “Check Yes Juliet”
and “Secret Valentine” with
entertaining covers including
The Killer’s “Mr. Brightside”
and the theme to Will Smith’s
90s television show “The
Fresh Prince of Bel-Air.”
Muc h of t he St . Pat ’s
proceeds will go towards
the Five Points Association’s
cleaning and safety programs,
while more than $50,000 will
be donated to charities.
Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecockfeatures@sc.edu

Alan Tauber / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

From top left, clockwise: We The Kings lead singer Travis Clark; The St. Pat’s celebration
transformed Five Points, even the famous fountain; Hunter Thomsen, the We The Kings
guitarist suffered through numb fingers to put on an energetic show; A participant in
the Get to the Green 5K covered himself in green, head to toe; Mute Math drew large
crowds at the Free Times Stage; Singer/keyboardist Paul Meany and guitarist Greg Hill
of Mute Math; Meany gets into his performance with a crow-approved jump.

Courtesy of MCT Campus

From left, Jeffrey Dean Morgan, Malin Akerman, Billy Crudup, Matthew Goode, Patrick Wilson, and Jackie Earle Haley, star in Zack Snyder’s new action adventure “Watchmen.”

Don’t watch the ‘Watchmen’
Watchmen
NOW IN THEATERS

★ ★ out of ✩✩✩✩✩

Director: Zack Snyder
Starring: Jeffery Dean Morgan, Billy Crudup, Patrick Wilson
Run Time: 162 minutes
Rating: R for strong violence, sexuality, nudity and language

Graph novel adaptation sticks too closely to original,
leaving visual style flat, disjointed, uninspired
Jimmy Gilmore
STAFF WRITER

Zack Snyder’s “Watchmen,” an adaptation of the acclaimed
graphic novel by Dave Gibbons and Alan Moore, opens up
a whole can of worms in its devout stylistic adherence to the
original work.
Snyder, who previously helmed the tedious action-epic
“300,” asks if a fi lm aesthetic merges with a comic book
aesthetic. But the more important and unasked question
seems to be, “Should it?”
While “Watchmen” strives to be a giant deconstruction
act, questioning the very nature of masked crime fighters,

their morality and their humanity, it’s undone by a bloated
aesthetic that feels more like a failed experiment than an
organic film.
In an alternate 1985, the world is on the brink of nuclear
war, Nixon is in his fifth term and “superheroes,” now
outlawed, have been part of history for decades.
But when The Comedian (Jeffrey Dean Morgan), an aging
crime fighter, is brutally murdered, paranoid Rorschach
(Jackie Earle Haley) takes up his own investigation.
In a plot with no less than six major characters, dozens of
flashbacks and more than a handful of subplots, the biggest
initial problem is the pacing and structure of the film.
There’s not much balance among the disparate elements,
making thematic underlines feel too tangential.
“Watchmen” starts with relative promise as a genre
deconstruction, a conspiracy neo-noir and a study on
the dislocation of humanity. All these promises never
feel fulfilled, receding into the background as the film
becomes cluttered and loses strength. Even at close to three
hours, some individual lines of action don’t feel creatively
realized.
But “Watchmen” drowns in its own suffocating visual
style. The recreation of individual frames and sequences
from the graphic novel may inspire applause from some, but
it renders the filmic space flat. How “visionary” can Snyder
be regarded if his vision is always utterly at the mercy of the
original work?
And while it may seem almost contradictory, the fi lm’s

points of departure are its weakest. The droll, repetitive
action sequences feel poorly photographed and severely
overcooked, dripping in whiplash slow motion that reduces
time and space to the appearance of a comic panel for no
reason other than flair.
These aggressively violent sequences revel in spurts of
blood and crunches of bone. Amplified sound effects and
slow motion focus on brutal gore; the sheer excess makes
it hard to see “Watchmen” as very critical of its violence, as
the story may otherwise suggest.
Yet there are bright spots amidst the incongruity. Jackie
Earle Haley fascinates as Rorschach, emanating ferocity
beneath his ever-changing mask. And Billy Crudup as
Dr. Manhattan, a blue giant with the power and curse
to understand all matter, creates empathy in a difficult
character with the help of gorgeous CGI.
By trying to cram in as much as possible, “Watchmen”
ultimately shuts itself out from being anything more than a
curiosity. It’s a meandering, disjointed fi lm that panders to
the fans, as if winning their approval through a magnitude
of fidelity were more important than making a dramatically
consistent picture.
Recreation only goes so far, and Snyder’s clear directorial
ineptitude continually undermines his efforts. There’s no
other explanation for how a supposedly mature work could
feel so amateurish.
Comments on this story? E-mail gamecockfeatures@sc.edu
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Three arrested, six injured ‘WITCH MOUNTAIN’
at NYC ‘Top Model’ tryout RACES TO TOP SPOT
Audition closed after
brawl erupts between
potential contestants

Dwayne Johnson ﬁlm
grosses $18.1 million
in second week

The Associated Press

Derrick J. Lang
AP Entertainment Writer

NE W YORK — T h ree
people were arrested and six
others hurt Saturday after
bedlam broke out wh ile
t hey wa ited to aud it ion
for “A merica’s Next Top
Model,” police said.
Po l i c e d id n’t k n o w
what prompted the chaos
i n v o l v i n g hu n d r e d s o f
people out side t he Park
Cent ral New York hotel
in Manhattan. The panic
left the street outside the
hotel littered with shoes and
clothing, according to news
reports.
“It wa s pret t y sc a r y,”
Jessica Paravat i told
WNYW-TV. She said she
was caught up in a stampede
af ter wa it i ng i n l i ne
overnight, hoping for a shot
at stardom on the realit y
show.
Two women and a man
were arrested on disorderly
conduct charges, police said.
Authorities also shut down
the audition, saying it wasn’t

Peter Kramer / The Associated Press

“America’s Next Top Model,” created, hosted and
produced by Tyra Banks, is in its 12th season.
properly organized.
Fo u r i n j u r e d p e o p l e
declined treatment, while
two others were taken to a
hospital, the fire department
s a id . T he i r c o nd it io n s
w e r e n’t i m m e d i at e l y
available.
The hotel’s phone rang
unanswered. Representatives
for T he C W Net work ,
which airs the show, released
a statement saying it was
working with authorities
investigating the incident.
The model competition is
hosted by supermodel Tyra
Banks , who also serves as
its executive producer. The
current season began March
4.
Her agent and publicist

didn’t immediately return
telephone calls.
Bank s has said she
created the show to counter
stereotypes about beauty,
and Sat urday’s auditions
were open only to women no
taller than 5-foot-7, which is
shorter than the industry’s
conventions.
Tryouts also were being
held this month around the
country, including in Dallas,
Chicago and Los Angeles.
At least one wou ld-be
contestant in the New York
t h rong sa id t he t u mu lt
wou ld n’t stop her f rom
trying again.
“This is my dream, so I’m
not going to give up,” Gifty
Asika told WNBC-TV.

LOS A NGELES —
Disney’s “Race to Witch
Mountain” raced to No. 1
at the weekend box office,
bypassing expectations with
$25 million in ticket sales.
The PG-rated sci-fi flick
starring Dwayne Johnson
as a cab driver with a pair
of alien teenagers along for
the ride topped the R-rated
superhero epic “Watchmen,”
which earned $18.1 million
in its second week.
Mark Zoradi , president
of Disney’s motion-picture
g roup, said a nalyst s had
predicted t hat “Race
t o W i t c h M o u n t a i n ,”
director A ndy Fick man’s
re-imagination of the 1975
live-action film “Escape to
Witch Mountain,” would fly
away with $20 million or less.
Now he expects this “Witch
Mountain” to maintain a
high orbit in theaters with
kids on spring break.

“I think audiences this
weekend were really drawn
to the action adventure of
‘Race to Witch Mountain,’”
said Z oradi. “There was
also this element of parents
over 30 who remembered
the original and were drawn
to this one, so I think that
combination is what helped
us exceed what folks in the
industry thought this movie
was going to do.”
Ticket sales for
“Watchmen” plummeted 67
percent from last weekend’s
$ 55 . 2 m i l l i o n d e b u t ,
according to studio estimates
Su nd ay. Jef f G old st ei n ,
Warner Bros. executive vice
president of distribution,
said the studio anticipated
t he big d ip for d i rec tor
Zack Snyder’s comic book
adaptation about a team of
subversive superheros.
“It’s very common with
h igher prof ile, h igh ly
ant icipated mov ies,” said
Goldstein.
Also opening this weekend
in wide release were “The
Last House on the Left,” the
Universal horror remake,
which turned up at No. 3
with $14.7 million in ticket
sales, and “Miss March,”

the Fox Atomic comedy in
the No. 10 spot with $2.4
million. 20th Century Fox’s
thriller “Taken” remained at
No. 4 with $6.7 million in its
seventh weekend in theaters.
F a c t o r i n g i n 2 0 0 9 ’s
higher admission prices, the
weekend box office total was
down 16 percent compared
with last year, making it the
first down weekend in six
weeks. Paul Dergarabedian,
president of box office tracker
Media By Numbers, does
not believe the shift signals
the end of 2009’s otherwise
stellar year at the box office.
“I don’t think this down
weekend ref lects any kind
of lack of interest by the
audience,” Dergarabedian
said. “I think it has to do
w it h ‘Dr. Seuss’ Hor ton
Hears a Who’ opening a year
ago with $45 million. That’s
really a tough comparison.
Not every weekend this year
is going to be up when you
have some strong openings
like that from last year.”
Estimated ticket sales for
Friday through Sunday at
U.S. and Canadian theaters,
ac c ord i n g t o Me d i a By
Numbers LLC. Final figures
will be released Monday.

Estimated Weekend Ticket Sales:
March 13-15
1. “Race to Witch Mountain,” $25 million
2. “Watchmen,” $18.1 million
3. “The Last House on the Left,” $14.7 million.
4. “Taken,” $6.7 million
5. “Tyler Perry’s Madea Goes to Jail,” $5.1 million
6. “Slumdog Millionare,” $5 million
7. “Paul Blart: Mall Cop,” $3.1 million
8. “He’s Just Not That Into You,” $2.9 million
9. “Coraline,” $3.3 million
10. “Miss March,” $2.4 million
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The Scene
@ USC

Inside the Box ◆ By Marlowe Leverette / The Daily Gamecock

53RD ANNUAL STUDENT ART EXHIBITION
9 a.m. – 4:30 p.m., free
McMaster Gallery, 1615 Senate St.

Whiteboard ◆ By Bobby Sutton / The Daily Gamecock

TOMORROW

TODAY

PhD ◆ By Jorge Chan

NATURAL CURIOSITY
8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., free
McKissick Museum

THE CALLING AND EVE 6
8 p.m., free with student ID
Russell House Ballroom

WERE THE WORLD MINE
9 p.m., $6.50
Nickelodeon Theatre, 937 Main St.

USC SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA WITH MARINA
LOMAZOV
7:30 p.m., $8
Koger Center, 1051 Greene St.

THE COMEDY HOUSE CABARET
8 p.m., $15
The Comedy House, 2768 Decker Blvd.

THE PAT MCGEE BAND, THE BENJY DAVIS
PROJECT
8 p.m., $12
Headliners, 700 Gervais St.

HOROSCOPES

03/16/09

1234567890-=

ARIES Once you have
you r f i na nces i n order,
you’ll think of a lot of fun
things to do. Unfortunately,
it’s not a good time to travel
or begin new projects.

LEO Follow through on
a project that you’ve already
beg un. Hold off on new
ones now. Besides, you still
don’t even know how much
this is going to cost.

TAURUS Hold off on

VIRGO Making even

new expenditures until you
have more figured out. It’s
nice to know what you need,
but first fi nd out where the
money’s coming from.

m i nor cha nges disr upt s
t he normal rout ine.
Don’t be surprised if you
hea r compla i nt s f rom
others. Be willing to make
adjustments.

GEMINI

Let your
representative argue your
case. Watch to see which
way the game’s going. Learn
just as much as you can.

CANCER

Odds are
good you’d just as soon sleep
late this morning. If you
can, congratulations. Hope
you’re with someone you
love. If not, don’t complain.

LIBRA Go back to the
drawing board for a while.
Your plans need a revision.
Don’t race boldly ahead.

SCOR PIO

You’l l
encounter more difficulties
a s t he d a y p r o g r e s s e s .
Mostly, it has to do with
money. There are likely to
be hidden expenses.

S AGI T TA R I US

Comfort food’s your best
choice now to settle your
nerves. Don’t let worries tie
you up in knots.

C A PR ICOR N
Before you make changes to
your routine, think it over
for a while. The option you
pick makes a huge difference
in what happens.

AQUARIUS You’ve
favorably impressed a
wealthy person, and that’s
always nice. If you make a
big deal of it, your patron
could change his or her
mind.
PISCES Things start
out well enough, but get
more difficult later. If you
can keep from losing your
temper, you can explain why
you’re right.

ACROSS
1 Thief’s haul
5 Stowaway, e.g.
10 Place at an angle
14 Reference
15 Dig deeply?
16 Carson’s
predecessor
17 Bullring bravos
18 More recent
19 Model T, e.g.
20 Musical featuring
“Maniac”
22 Downpour
23 Renowned
24 Failing on purpose
26 Catch rays
29 Chip scoopful
30 “West Side Story”

PHILADELPHIA EATERY

Corner of Senate & Park Streets in the Vista
Open Mon - Sat from 11am- 9pm
803-779-3493

“Bringing a taste of Philadelphia to the Vista”

Buy a 12” Sandwich,
get...

CHIPS & A DRINK FREE!

need USC Student ID
Exp. March 31, 2009

03/16/09

for 03/06/09

faction
34 Smallest amount

DOWN

Solutions from 03/06/09

36 Necklace fastener

1 Treat with derision

40 Eye: pref.

2 Writer Cather

42 “__ You

3 Mr. T’s outfit

Experienced?”

4 Painter’s base

43 Pianist Blake

5 Carpenter’s tool

44 Domingo, e.g.

6 New thought

45 Cartoonist Drucker

7 Pillow stuffing

47 Guy

8 Standing

48 Armed conflict

9 Peruse anew

50 Passport stamp

10 Igniter

52 Sour looker

11 Hawaiian island

56 Third party funds

12 Dine at home

61 Drunkard

13 Incorrect

62 Navigation beacon

21 Nexus of activity

37 Presidential

57 Freewheel

65 Asseverate

25 French Riviera

nickname

58 Minsk money

66 Climbing plants

resort

38 Wickedness

59 Country singer K.T.

67 Ready and willing

27 Put-up job

39 Indulged one

60 Unwanted plants

partner

28 Russian city on the

41 Uttered

63 Caron role

68 Writer O’Flaherty

Vyatka

46 Dreaded flies

64 1965 Beatles movie

69 Moon lander

30 Obtained

49 Alleviation

70 Lost traction

31 Service winner

51 Baseball bat wood

71 Bracket shapes

32 Holy sister

52 Low tract

72 Coin tosses

33 Luminous larvae

53 Polite

73 Sawbucks

35 Garr or Hatcher

54 Shaq of the NBA
55 Alternative beau
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ONE AND DONE

Carolina basketball falls off in
second half makes exit in first
round of SEC Tournament

Gamecocks
should enjoy
NIT chance
Any postseason basketball
better than none, fans
should appreciate bid

Chris Cox

ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

Tampa, Fla. — The South Carolina
Gamecocks 21-9 (10-6) were defeated
Friday afternoon by the Mississippi
State Bulldogs 21-12 (9-7) by a score
of 82-68, prematurely ending the
Gamecocks hopes to win an SEC
Tournament title.
USC, regular season SEC Eastern
Div ision Co - Cha mpions, were
coming off a bye in the first-round as
a number two seed, while Mississippi
State had just come off of a 79-60
defeat of Georgia a day earlier.
The contest feat u red t wo
seemingly separate performances
from the Gamecocks from one half
to the other. USC led at halftime
36-32, but was unable to hold onto it
as the Bulldogs took the lead and the
momentum with 14:57 remaining in
the second half.
“One of t he t h i ng s t hat was
important to us heading into this
game was gett ing off to a good
start, playing with a lot of energy,
and defensive intensity,” USC coach
Darrin Horn said. “I thought our
guys did a terrific job of that.”
The score stayed close for nearly
t he ent ire game, as on ly t h ree
lead changes and four ties spread
throughout the duration.
Mississippi State finally pulled away
with close to three minutes to go in
the game, as the Bulldogs stretched
a four-point lead into a nine point
advantage in a little over a minute’s
time.
“In the second half we let them
get loose for a few threes and we
went through some periods where
we weren’t as good offensively. They
were able to get the lead. Down the
stretch [we] couldn’t get anything to
go down when we needed them to,”
Horn said.
The Gamecocks shot a season-low
35.5 percent (27-of-76) from the field,
as they desperately tried to comeback
in the second half, but their shots
were not falling. USC missed 11 shots
in the final 3:30 minutes of the game.
MSU shot far better from the field,
hitting 46.6 percent of their shots
from the field, including 55.6 percent
in the second half. The Bulldogs were
led by guard Barry Stewart, who led
all scorers with 21 points.
“[Stewart] got his confidence up.
Next thing you know he was getting
step backs. The few shots he hit were
just tough shots. He stepped up and
made big shots,” USC guard Devan

Kara Roache / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Mississippi State forward Jarvis Varnado scores two easy points against Carolina’s defense in Friday’s game.
Downey said.
Hor n ag reed w it h Dow ney ’s
assessment of Mississippi State’s star
guard.
“One of the great things about
tournament time is sometimes, with
all things being equal, both teams
doing what they want to do well, it
comes down to making shots,” Horn
said. “I think that [Stewart], maybe
more so than anybody on the team,

made some really tough ones and in
important times during the game.”
The guard play led the Gamecock’s
offensively, with Zam Fredrick scoring
20 points to lead the Gamecocks, and
forward Dominique Archie followed
with 16.
Downey was obviously off his usual
game Friday, evidenced by his poor
shooting from the field (5-for-20),
including one of seven from three

point range.
The loss ended the Gamecocks
short run in the SEC Tournament
a nd t hei r hopes for a n NC A A
Tournament bid. Mississippi State
advanced to win the tournament
and earn a 13 seed in the NCA A
Tournament.

Comments on this story? E-mail sagckspt@
mailbox.sc.edu

Carolina misses NCAA, gets NIT bid
Horn disappointed about getting snubbed; still excited
for team to get shot at playing in late March
Michael Aguilar
SPORTS EDITOR

When the final buzzer sounded during USC’s game against Mississippi
State last Friday it ended South Carolina’s hope for winning an SEC title.
What most fans did not realize what that it also ended the Gamecocks
hopes for getting to the NCAA tournament.
After learning that his team missed the Big Dance, USC coach
Darrin Horn spoke with the media via teleconference and was certainly
disappointed in the NCAA selection committee’s decision to leave his team
out in the cold.
“Obviously we’re disappointed,” Horn said. “More so for our players,
specifically Zam (Fredrick) and Branden (Conrad) because they won’t get
another chance. This team has accomplished an awful lot this year and
exceeded a lot of expectations. History would tell you that if you’re 10-6 in
the SEC and a divisional co-champ that there’s a great possibility that you’ll
get to play in the tournament, that obviously wasn’t the case this year.”
While Horn expressed disappointment, he still had some sort of a
positive outlook on the fact that his team was still getting a shot to prove
their worth on the court. Carolina received a bid from the NIT for a No.
3 seed and an opportunity to play No. 6 seed Davidson on the basketball
court on the same day the baseball team meets Davidson on the diamond.
The Gamecocks have a strong history in the NIT, an overall record of
21-8 and are the winningest team in the SEC in the tournament, which
Horn hopes they will continue.
“We’re excited to play,” Horn said. “The postseason is a step. We were
close to being in the NCAA and won a few more than people anticipated
and were in the discussion. The bottom line is we’re a 20-plus-win team
with some postseason coming and that’s progress for our program.”
Although he is excited about USC’s opportunity in the NIT he expressed
plenty of resentment that Carolina was skipped over for a bid to the NCAA
tournament.
“I think it is what it is at this point,” Horn said. “I think the challenge
with all of the automatic bids with some of the leagues is that the 65 best
teams are not going but we all know what the system is. So, regardless of
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USC coach Darrin Horn shouts instructions from the sideline during
Carolina’s 82-68 loss to Miss. State during the SEC Tournament.
where you are you have to understand that. Again that’s the thing that’s a
little disappointing about our situation.”
It certainly is a rare situation to have a major conference divisional
co-champion completely miss the NCAA altogether. Horn was certainly
surprised by his team’s position and the fact that it missed the tournament.
“If you told me this time last season that in a year, ‘You’d be 10-6,
coaching an SEC team with the number of wins that we had, pretty
consistent throughout the year, no terrible losses, and that you weren’t
going to get in and apparently you weren’t even on the board,’ I’d be
surprised by that,” Horn said.
Horn mostly stressed the fact that the SEC received so little respect
NIT ● 11

I can hear the chants now.
“We’re 66! We’re 66!”
Once again the Gamecocks
h ave m i s s e d t he NC A A
tournament field and this
year it was by the slimmest of
margins. There are millions
of scena r ios
that USC fans
c a n play out
through their
minds in which
their beloved
team could
have made the
MICHAEL
Big Dance.
AGUILAR
But it w a s
Fourth-year
not to be. First
English
year coach
student
Darrin Horn
and his players are out in the
cold left to carry on what has
become a tradition of pretty
good mediocrity for USC.
Carolina has been to and won
the NIT Final more times
than any other team.
This year Gamecock fans
can once again hope to be
the most talented team that
didn’t really matter. The best
of the rest.
That could be the attitude
that the Carolina nation takes
into its NIT run. That could
be it or it could be something
much better.
That at t it ude could be
changed to keep one fact in
mind. Only t wo teams in
Division I basketball finish
their seasons with a win, the
National Champion and the
NIT Champion.
The NCAA tournament is
what really matters. There is
no question about that. As of
now there are only 65 teams
that have a shot at eternal
glory. Those teams are the
only ones that could possibly
be remembered by anyone 50
years or even 50 days after the
season is over.
Never t heless t here are
undeniable benefits, aside
f rom t he mor a l v ic tor y,
for w inning t he N IT
tournament.
There is the extra television
time. Although much of the
NIT is not televised and the
games that are televised seem
to only be found on ESPN
“The Ocho” or some similar
channel there is still a level
of publicity with them that is
much better than not playing
at all.
Any postseason publicity
is good publicity. It doesn’t
take the world’s brightest
recruit to figure out that the
later you play into March
t he more people who are
watching. There is no doubt
that the NIT presents a great
opportunity for players to
showcase their skills while
there is little else happening
in t he college basketball
world.
If the Gamecocks were to
make it into the semifinals of
the NIT there would only be
eight Division I teams playing
basketball. That’s a showcase
among showcases. Once again,
the fact that four of those
eight teams are competing for
a national championship and
four are competing for the
NIT Championship makes
a huge difference. However,
one can not overstate t he
importance of being one of
those teams still playing for
anything.
While many are
d isappoi nted t hat t he
Gamecocks are once again
relegated to a tournament
that does not mean much of
anything, it should be kept
in the forefront of USC fans’
m i nds t hat it does mea n
something.

AGUILAR ● 11
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BASEBALL SPRING BREAK

While their classmates laid around on beaches the USC baseball players were busy with nine games over break
Michael Aguilar
SPORTS EDITOR

MARCH 6-8
MARCH 9

MARCH 10

VS. PRESBYTERIAN (6-5)
VS. LONG BEACH (2 WINS, 1LOSS)

USC responded well after its first loss of the
season to LBSU. Carolina erased a two-run
deficit in the bottom of the seventh inning on
the back of Jeffery Jones’ two-out RBI base
hit. Freshman pitcher Michael Roth came in
for relief on the mound and pitched three
scoreless innings to prevent the Blue Hose
from stealing one from the Gamecocks.

Alan Tauber / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

The Gamecocks began their Spring Break by welcoming West
Coast powerhouse Long Beach State to Carolina Stadium.
USC won its first two games handily but missed a comeback
opportunity on Sunday as the Dirtbags put together a lead
that was just a little bit too big for USC to overcome.

MARCH 11

VS. OLD DOMINION (13-3)

MARCH 13-15 2009

VS. MISSISSIPPI STATE

Alan Tauber / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

(1 WIN, 2 LOSSES)
VS. WOFFORD (8-16)
Alan Tauber / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

The Gamecocks displayed some very poor timing against
instate rival Wofford. USC hit a season five home runs but
two of them were solo homers. The Terriers posted seven
runs in the final two innings to hand USC it’s biggest loss
of the season.
NIT ● Continued from 10
this year through the media
that it had a defi nite effect
on Carolina’s postseason
hopes.
“I don’t think that there’s
a ny q ue s t io n t h at [t he
perception of the SEC being
weaker than usual] started
way back in October,” Horn
said. “People nationally were
talk ing about [t he SEC]
being down and there’s no
question that when your
perceived power teams are
not at their best, then it’s
going to hurt the rest of the
league.”
Horn was quick to point
the finger around the NCAA
bracket and find a team that
he think personified some of
the mistakes that were made
in the selection process.
“I think Maryland’s entry
into the tournament is a
great example [of league bias
in selection],” Horn said.
“They say that it’s not about
league but here’s a team that
was not .500 in their league,
in fact t wo games below
.500, and got beat by 30
points plus a couple of times
but got credit for who they
beat in their league. I don’t
know all the numbers and
have not been in the league
but our league champion

Carolina’s first SEC series did not quite go as
planned. After a rain delay that postponed
Friday’s game the Gamecocks dropped both
parts of a doubleheader on Saturday. However,
a faint glimmer of positive came on Sunday when
freshman outfielder Jackie Bradley Jr. and Dalles
both batted runners in during the sixth to give USC
a one-run lead that it held on to for the rest of the
game.

j u s t g ot a n 8 s e e d a nd we’re excited about a nd
Tennessee got a 9 [seed] and looking to build on,” Horn
our tournament champion said.
The Gamecocks tip-off
got a 13 [seed] and those
are some pretty intriguing against Dav idson at t he
Colon ial Life A rena on
numbers for the SEC.”
W i t h t h e s e l e c t i o n Tue sday at 7 p.m. T he
controversy aside, Horn is game will be televised on
looking forward to playing ESPN2.
Davidson and getting more
opport unit ies to see his
Comments on this story? E-mail
team improve.
“This is something that sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu

Sailing Class PEDU 100A
Sailing for Credit
Spring II, May Session, Fall I, Fall II
Stable 22 ft. sailboats that will not capsize
Sign up on VIP - PEDU 100A
Contact Adams26@mailbox.sc.edu

The Gamecocks dominated Old Dominion
behind a strong pitching outing by the USC
pitching staff. USC had given up 15 runs
in its last two outings but allowed less than
half that many hits last Tuesday. The offense
also exploded for its best outing since
the first game against Long Beach State.
Junior outfielder DeAngelo Mack, senior
infielder Andrew Crisp and junior catcher
Justin Dalles all had multi-hit games to lead
the Gamecock bats to their second best
performance of the season.
Comments on this story? E-mail sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu

AGUILAR ● Continued from 10
It def in itely means
something to the players and,
by extension, it should mean
something to the people that

profess to be fans of those
players. Sure, it’s easy to focus
on how the Gamecocks may
have been snubbed from the
NC A A tournament (t hey
weren’t) or how the NIT is a

waste of everyone’s time.
But it’s more fun to talk
about the fact that Carolina
is one of just under 100 teams
playing basketball in late
March.
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Place a Classified ad: p

803-777-3888

•

f 803-777-6482

•

www.dailygamecock.com
Major credit cards accepted

Line classified ad rates
First insertion: $2.50 per line
Subsequent: $1.50 per line

classifieds
E-mail:

Apartments

Housing-Rent
Available NOW! Quiet Area!
24 Peachtree Circle Forest Acres
3BR 1.5BA ceiling fans, hdwd flrs bonus
room storage shed fenced backyard safe
area.Move in ready! $995/mo
Call Scott 730-6952.

Starting @ $549 per BR!
laspyre.com 803-400-1570
Walk to USC- Clean & Quiet 2BR 1BA
$525 w/deposit. 776-5405.
303 King St. - 2BR recently updated in
the heart of Shandon. Minutes from
5PTS & USC.Quadriplex 2BR 1BA corner lot hd wd flrs high ceilings covered
porches all app. incld w/d. $895 Plenty
of pkg. Call Ray Covington 331-8833 .
SHANDON - 2713 PRESTON STREET
Excellent large 1BR
available now.
Great location. Close to USC. Ideal for
Grad. Std or Professional. 782-9009.
Efficiency 1&2 BRS Start at $700
All utilities, cable, high speed Internet
$100 sec. deposit/1 mo. free with a
12 MO. LEASE Cornell Arms 799-1442

Housing-Rent
ROOMS/APARTMENTS - 1-5BRS
For rent almost on campus on Greene
St.rajaluri@ifmusa.org or 318-0800
Beautiful 3BR 2BA house - hd fls, water
fence yard, sec. fp incld & many extras.
$1,050 803-231-6829.
ROSEWOOD - HOUSE FOR RENT
Large backyard, stove refrig w/d incld
$650 + $650 security dep.with 1 year
lease. Call Steve @ 429-9792.
Modern Rosewood Home Extral Cool
2BR 2BA w/office.Maple flrs. Stainless
appl. & counters $1,000/mo 513-9354
2BR 1.1/2 BA duplex new const. avail
1ST April $625/mo. Call Jeff 238-9185.

Room for rent & 1-5BR Apts available
Greene St. @ USC
rajaluri@ifmusa.org or 318-0800
Apartments & Homes Near USC
Hawkins Properties 799-0804
OLD SHANDON 4BR 2BA for August
$1395. SHANDON 4BR 2BA May
$1595 318-0729

Housing-Sale
LUXURY DOWNTOWN CONDOS
From $102,500 518-2189
www.elmwoodplacecolumbia.com

Help Wanted
PT RECEPTIONIST - Needed at Spring
Valley Animal Hospital. Afternoon hrs.
apply in person at 8913 Two Notch road
9am-3pm. NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE
Bicycle Store looking for experienced
retail help. Must love bikes, ride, and be
friendly, PT applicants email:
info@cyclecenter.com.
PHOTOGRAPHERS
We have openings for several dedicated
individuals to photograph student social
events. Fun work, we train & provide
equipment. Allen Anderson 256-0424.

Two-line minimum
Lines average 30 characters in length

DEADLINE

Additional options

Noon, 1 business day prior to publication

sholmes@mailbox.sc.edu

*ASPYRE*Downtown Living

Additional Info

•

Office hours: M-F

Help Wanted

Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available for an additional cost

8:30 am - 5 pm • Russell House, Rm. 343

Help Wanted
THE CLARION HOTEL

Palmetto Athletic Center
1193 N. Lake Dr. Lexington
is now hiring for PT Sports Coaches in
the afternoon. Applicants need to be
strong, athletic energetic, and have a
happy, outgoing personality.
Please call 951-2090 to apply.
BELLA VISTA BRIDAL PT Sales, Sats
reqd bring resume & schedule.
BARTENDING up to $250/day . No exp
nec, training prov’d 800-965-6520 X 253.

Now accepting applications for the
following position:
Guest Service Representative
Positions require exceptional customer
service skills with great personalities.
Must be willing to work weekends and
holidays. Excellent benefits, paid vacation and holidays 401K and bonuses.
Background check Drug testing.
Previous applicants need not apply.
Apply in person M-F 3-5PM
1615 Gervais Street.

Help Wanted
Child Care
SUMMER CHILD CARE - boy & girl 13
yo. Must have transp & safe driving record. Exp a plus. Call 799-2863.

Help Wanted
Summer Camps
PLAY SPORTS! HAVE FUN! SAVE $$
Maine Camp needs fun loving counselors to teach. All land, adventure & water
sports.
Great
summer!
Call
888-844-8080, apply: campcedar.com

Help Wanted
Restaurants
BLUE FIN @SANDHILL Now Hiring all
positions. Apply in person 10AM-4pm

Help Wanted
Restaurants
NOW HIRING MANAGERS &
CASHIER/COOKS MAURICE’S BBQ
WE NEED EXCELLENT REFERENCES
APPLY TODAY 791-5887 EXT. 10
TOMBO GRILLE is hiring experienced
wait staff. Must be able to work through
the summer apply in person from
3pm-5pm. 4517 Forest Drive.

Services
PREGNANT, NEED HELP? FREE
pregnancy test Call Birthright
765-0165

Tutoring
Services
Excellent Chemistry PH D Tutor Individual/Group feshman/seniors all chemistry sub. Convenient time 736-3641

ONE

week tanning
FREE
(new customers only)

VERY LG PRIVATE ROOMS FOR
RENT $290-$335 inclds all util. Walk/cycle to school. Very Clean! 463-5129

SUPER TAN
Join VIP Club & Tan
for only
a month!

$35
No Membership Fee
All Super Beds

Harden
H
d Street,
S
next to Food Lion Expires March 31, 2009

